
 



 

 

 

 

ANNUAL 

 

REPORT 

 

2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Introduction 

 

          One more year has passed. It was stressful like the previous ones. This year was all about moving 

to the new office. From October 2017 you can find us at the new address, in Bana Lazarevića Street. We 

moved to this particular apartment because its owners were the only one excepted to move their 

furniture so we could put in ours. They also agreed to reduce the rent; otherwise we could not afford it.  

          This sudden moving proved once more how civil society organizations are vulnarable, left on their 

own, and forced to find work spaces, donations, a way to keep people and to professionally and moraly 

do their job with no help what so ever. Over the years, the envirnoment has become so difficult for us 

who advocate for human rights, reconciliation and dialogue. This sentence was repeated so many times 

in so may occasions that started to sound corney even to ourselves. How we suppose to promote and 

advocate for the rule of law and respect of legislation in the state where one law is comepletely 

contradictory to other law, where laws are distributed unequaly, where decisions of the highest judicial 

institutions do not implement and where political games and misleading dictate our every day life? 

          We are sufficating in the oceans of problems but this have not stopped our politicians to announce 

that they hope Bosnia and Herzegovina will get candidacy status for entering EU in 2018. And they have 

not yet sent the answers to the Questionnaire of European Commission! However, we have prepared and 

announced our Alternative Answers within the Initiative for Monitoring European Integration. Though 

we have covered yet a small number of questions from the Questionnaire, these answers provide perfect 

insight into different problems we are facing on a daily basis – there are no adequate and unique statistic 

data, there are no methodologically clearly established indicators on the basis of which certain 

occurrences in society would be monitored, there are no systematic analysis, there are no 

implementation of adopted laws and strategies, there are no punishment for those who break or do not 

enforce laws, etc.  

          Though the whole situation maight sound discouraging, we have continued to advocate for the 

reform of the Constitution of BiH, greater participation of women in every single process in this country, 

culture of dialogue and alternative ways of using public spaces. Along with other civil society 

organizations we have condemned the hate speech against women and threaths towards journalist 

Dragan Bursać. We asked for Ministry of Interior Affairs of RS to cancel support gathering for Ratko 

Mladić scheduled for July 11 which is the Memorial Day for the massive war killings in Srebrenica.  

          We hope that reading this Annual Report will provide you with clearer insight of what we have 

accomplished in 2017 and that you will continue to give us your support. I will use this opportunity to 

thank to everyone whom we have collaborated, especially to Ivana Stanković and Igor Kolundžija who 

are no longer part of the Association and who joined the army of young people who left this country 

looking for better living conditions somewhere else.   

 

Dragana Dardić 



ABOUT US 

Helsinki Citizens’ Assembly Banja Luka (hCa) was registered on August 16th, 1996, as a local NGO in 

Republic of Srpska/Bosnia and Herzegovina. Since that time, hCa Banja Luka has been actively 

involved in promoting, strengthening and networking civil initiatives at local and regional level, and it 

has been working on reconciliation and empowerment of marginalized social groups for political 

activism. 

Our mission: hCa is an organization that supports and encourages autonomy and freedom for all 

citizens, including marginalized social groups, especially women and young people, in democratic 

processes. 

Our vision: a society of equal opportunities for all. 

Priorities of hCa’s activism: 

• Empowerment of marginalized groups, especially women, youth and minority groups for political 

activities and improvement of their position in society; 

• Influencing the authorities in Bosnia and Herzegovina in order to improve legislation and public 

policy towards these groups; 

• Increased and better representation of women, youth and minorities in the media; 

• Raising awareness of citizens in Bosnia and Herzegovina on discrimination of marginalized 

groups and mechanisms to protect their rights; 

• Strengthening cooperation with other organizations and institutions in Bosnia and Herzegovina, 

but also at international level; 

• Convergence of educational programs, literature, knowledge and skills related to peace-building, 

development of civil society and human rights of BH citizens; 

• Continuous training of hCa staff and efforts to maintain sustainability of the organization. 

In 2013, hCa carried out its activities in three program areas: 

• Strengthening Civil Society and the Transformation of Public Authorities into Citizens’ Service; 

• Advocating for Gender Equality; 

• Creating Conditions for Active Involvement of Young People in Public Life. 

Educational programs – hCa Banja Luka gathers trainers for its own and other organizations’ needs 

that conduct training sessions in the following areas: strengthening the capacities of nongovernmental 

organizations (strategic planning, fundraising, campaigns, public relations, etc.), non-violent 

communication, conflict resolution, human rights and gender equality. In this way, hCa Banja Luka 

promotes its goals and policies to other social groups that are not directly covered by the projects, and 

contributes to its financial sustainability. 



ACHIEVEMENTS 

THE MOST SIGNIFICANT RESULTS OF HELSINKI CITIZENS' ASSEMBLY BANJA LUKA 

1996 – 2017 

Since its establishment in 1996 to this date, Helsinki Citizens' Assembly implemented more than 60 

projects at a local and regional level targeted at empowerment of various marginalized groups for more 

active engagement in public and political life. We would like to stress out our most significant 

achievements: 

1. Organizing the first post-war youth gathering in BiH and establishing Youth Network of BiH which is 

still active with over 1000 members, youth organizations and individuals;  

2. Establishing an Academy for Young Political Leaders, men and women (the Academy is nowadays in 

charge of “Perpetuum Mobile”, a Banjaluka-based NGO);  

3. Supporting registration of Alliance of National Minorities of Republic of Srpska and successful 

advocating for the Law on the Rights of National Minorities in RS; 

4. Initiating special shows on RTRS public broadcaster (we had initiated show called Bono Home which 

is not broadcasted anymore on RTRS while the show “Korijeni“, dedicated to national minorities issues, 

is still broadcasted once a month on Radio of Republic of Srpska);  

5. Raising an issue and discussion about discriminatory item “Others“ in the Constitution of BiH;  

6. Advocating and supporting the establishment of Alliance of National Minorities as a special advisory 

body of National Assembly of Republic of Srpska;  

7. Initiating and signing the Memorandum on cooperation between Banja Luka and Pula (Memorandum 

was signed on March 28th, 2011) with the aim of promoting multiculturalism, intercultural dialogue and 

improvement of trans-border cooperation between national minorities);  

8. Youth campaign „Give Us Back our Spaces“ in which we took an active participation and which 

resulted in allocating the space to youth organizations in 11 municipalities in BiH (2000);  

9. In cooperation with City Administration of Banja Luka, Helsinki Citizens' Assembly Banja Luka set 

up a Bulleting of City of Banja Luka which is nowadays printed once a month.  

10. Participation in advocating actions regarding the adoption of the Law on Gender Equality 2003;  

11. Analysis of enforcement of the Law on Gender Equality from the aspect of court practice and 

initiation of changes and amendments to the Law on Gender Equality based on analysis in 2009 ( our 

most important amendment that was adopted and fitted into changes and amendments of the Law refers 

to obligatory of state bodies at all levels of authorities and bodies of local self-management to ensure the 

representation of 40% of less represented gender in management, decision-making and representation);  

12. Participating in preparation of Gender Action Plan for BiH;   



13. Coordination and creation of the Alternative Report on CEDAW Implementation and the state of 

women's human rights in BiH for the year 2010 (the report was presented to CEDAW Committee in 

Geneva in July 2013);  

14. Initiating and creating (in cooperation with women's NGOs in BiH) the Platform of Women’s 

Priorities for constitutional changes with amendments to the BiH Constitution from gender perspective 

(2013). Amendments were sent to the Board of the House of Representation of Parliamentary Assembly 

of BiH for consideration;  

15. Delivery of amendments to the RS Family Law with the aim of defining the category single 

“parent“ in legal text in accordance with real situation on ground and needs of single parents; initiating 

the foundation of Alimony Fund in RS (changes and amendments to the Family Law have not been on 

agenda of parliament's procedure);  

16. Signing the Memorandum on Cooperating with RS Employment Bureau aimed to empower position 

of single mothers at market of labour (signed in June 2012);  

17. Participation in „Global Media Monitoring 2005 (GMMP)”; BiH was one of the 75 countries that 

took part in;  

18. As a member of BH Coalition of NGOs „Working and Succeeding Together“ we worked on creating 

the Agreement on Cooperation between the Council of Ministers of BiH and NGO sector in BiH“, 

“Strategy of BiH NGO Sector Development“, “Code for BiH NGO Sector“ and “Standards of Service 

Quality between the Council of Ministers of BiH and NGO sector in BiH“.  

19. Establishing the Journalist Award “Srđan Aleksić” for professional and engaged reporting on 

marginalized groups in BiH (since 2011 we organized three awarding ceremonies and since September 

2013 this Award is the “ownership“ of Network for Peace Building of BiH);  

20. Establishing the Women's Political Academy for young women from political parties and civil 

society organizations (in the beginning of 2014 the second generation of the Academy's attendees was 

enrolled);  

21. Initiating and establishing the Women's Alternative Government of BiH as an informal body on 

political scene of BiH (the Government was officially promoted in autumn 2012);  

22. Nominating Slađana Ujić, a member of the BH Women's Alternative Government and president of 

the SNOP association, for “Award for Women's Creativity in Rural Life“ (Slađana Ujić is the first 

woman from BiH who received this important award and recognition);  

23. Networking and strengthening capacities of at the least 100 civil society organizations in BiH 

through education and small grants allocation;  

24. Selection to perform the function of Network for Building Peace Secretariat;  

25. As our achievements we would also like to mention many researches and analysis we have 

conducted resulting in 35 publications available at our web site. According to available server data, the 

greatest number of visits refers to section Publications and downloading available publications.  



26. Owning a library with over 2000 books in fields of women's human rights, violence/non-violence, 

philosophy, political sciences, LGBT, human rights, which all can be borrowed and served as resources 

for analysis and writing scientific papers in humanities.   

27. Through informal coalition of NGOs, we supported the preparation and writing of Shadow Report 

on BiH Progress for 2013, 2014, 2015 and 2016.  

28. Established a web platform www.ukljuci.in dedicated to persons with disabilities. 

 

29. Established a web site http://ukljuciseu.org/ regarding process of EU integration from the 

perspective of gender. 

 

30. We are the coordinating organisation for the women citizens for constitutional change 2014-2018 

initiative, which gathers 36 organisations and individuals.   
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Program Area: 

Strengthening Civil Society and the Transformation of Public Authorities into Citizens’ Service 

The objectives of this program area are building and strengthening democracy through raising public 

awareness about democratic principles and processes, encouraging citizens to run various initiatives 

and participate in decision making at all levels of government. Through various activities under this 

program area we strive to establish better cooperation between citizens and government institutions. 

As part of 2017’s program area we have implemented several projects: “PRO Future”, a regional 

project “RetroAKTIVA”, as well as the projects “Let’s (Re)vive public spaces”, “Photo voices for 

peace”, and “Monitoring and reporting on corruption in the area of education”.  

 

 

PRO-FUTURE – Reconciliation, Understanding, Responsability for Future 

 

Chatolic Relief Service (CRS) in partnership with Mozaik Foundation, Caritas of the Bishop Conference 

of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Forum of Citizens Tuzla and Helsinki Citizens’ Assembly Banja Luka has 

conducted four-year project with the aim of building peace and trust between citizens of all ethnic 

groups in Bosnia and Herzegovina. The general aim of the project is that citizens, encouraged by the key 

social actors, advocate for social changes.  

 

PRO-Future acts in more than 60 municipalities and cities with the aim to establish peace within and 

between communities divided by entity lines. The special emphasize is on young people, women and 

minorities that have oportunity to participate in trainings, peace camps and conferences and all other 

events in order to increase to the maximum extent of the inffluence of these groups on social changes 

and build strong basis for reconciliation.  

 

Project PRO-Future is financed by USAID. It has been initiated in October 2013 and completed in 

September 2017. Right after the completion of this project, started implementation of a new five-year 

project PRO-Future II with identical goals.   

 

ACTIVITIES 

 

Living Library 

 

In 2017, between March and May, within the project PRO-Future, has been held eight “Living 

Libraries” in eight cities of Bosnia and Herzegovina with around 230 participants, mostly high school 

students from Modriča, Odžak, Bugojno, Jablanica, Kozarska Dubica, Prijedor, Novi Grad and 

Bosanska Krupa. Participants had an oportunity to talk to seven “living books”: single mother, victim of 

domestic violence, blind person, war veteran, family member of missing soldier, girl who survived 

deadly disease, peace activist, sister who lost a brother and displaced person. The primarily goal of the 



Living Libraries is to introduce participants with the dark side of the war and its victims, coming from 

different ethnicities ruled by prejudices, through conversation between “readers and books”. 

 

 

School competitions 

 

This project was a joint activity of Network for Building Peace and PRO-Future which conducted 

competititon for elementary and high schools on the best photographies regarding March 8, International 

Women's Day and the best painting for May 9, Day of Victory over Fascism and the Day of Europe. The 

topic of the March 8 competition was “What is the Gender of the Peace?”. We have received 145 photos 

and selected the best three from two categories – elementary and high schools and the winners were 

adequately awarded. The topic of the second competition was “What the May 9 Means to You?” and we 

have received over 400 paintings from more than 100 schools. Many schools have organized internal 

competitions and selections in order to send the best pieces of art. We have awarded four of them in two 

categories – elementary and high schools and organized exhibition in Sarajevo where visitors from 

Center for Healthy Aging could see 45 selected art pieces. The exhibition was opened for visitors on 

May 9 within which we have also organized round table with the same topic.  

 

 

 
 

Sarajevo, 05/09/2017, round table and exhibition “What the May 9 Means to You?” 

 

 

 

 

 



Journalist award Srđan Aleksić 

 

Winners of the journalist award “Srđan Aleksić“ in 2017 are Milan Račić from portal tačno.net from 

Mostar who won the first place for professional reporting. The second place was awarded to journalist 

Mirza Sadiković from Telvision of Una-Sana Canton, a the third to journalist Ana Kotur for articles on 

portal buka.ba while Special Plaque “Srđan Aleksić“ belonged to journalist of Al Jazeera Balkans, Sanel 

Kajan. 

This prestigues prize has been awarded for the seventh time on the International Day of Peace, 

September 21st, 2017. The ceremony was held in Art Gallery of Bosnia and Herzegovina and guests 

were greeted by director of the Office for Democracy with Mission of USAID in BiH Shanley Pinchotti, 

councelor of the mayor of Sarajevo municipality Center Mustafa Resić and Majda Behram Stojanov 

director of the USAID project “Trust, Understanding, Responsibility for Future”. 

This year competition recieved a total of 19 proposals by non-government organizations that nominated 

journalists and TV shows that according to them promote professional reporting and contribute to the 

affirmation of socially responsible journalism in BiH. The nomenees were: Almir Panjeta, Documentary 

program of BHRT, Džana Brkanić, Maja Isović, Goran Morić, Anđa Ilić, Mirela Savić, Maja Nikolić, 

Snježana Aničić, Hilma Unkić, Mirsad Čukle, Dženita Duraković and Jelena Borjan. 

The prize is awarded by Network for Building Peace with the support of USAID project PRO-Future 

implemented by Catholic Relief Services with partners.  

The journalist award “Srđan Aleksić” was established in 2010 by non-government organizations 

Helsinki Citizens' Assembly Banja Luka, Cure Foundation from Sarajevo and Association of Young 

Journalists of Republic of Srpska. In 2013, the Award became part of the Network for Building Peace of 

BiH. For the last five years Award was also supported by the porject PRO-Future.  

 

 
  

Ceremony of the Journalist Award Srđan Aleksić, Art Gallery, Sarajevo, 09/21/2017 



 

NETWORK FOR BUILDING PEACE 

 

Network for Building Peace was established on February 10, 2010 and includes more than 120 civil 

society organizations and 19 schools across Bosnia and Herzegovina.  

Network for Building Peace originated out of the necessity for joint colaboration in order to raise quality 

of social and economic life in BiH and to increase capability of the entire society to cope with the 

heritage of our recent history, differences and latent and open conflicts in a constructive and non-violent 

way. 

In 2017, Network for Building Peace has organized numerous activities and initiaitves such as: 

 

Celebration of the International Women's Day. Network for Building Peace, Women's Network of 

BiH, the Initiative “Women Citizens for Constitutional Reform” and its members but also another non-

government organizations and schools have celebrated, from 6th to 10th March, Week of Women’s 

Solidarity and Peace Building under the title “What is the Gender of Peace?”. They have organized a 

total of 79 activities in 20 cities and municipalities: Banja Luka, Bihać, Bijeljina, Bratunac, Doboj Istok, 

Gračanica, Humci, Kakanj, Maglaj, Međiđa Donja – Gradačac, Modriča, Mostar, Odžak, Pazarić, 

Prnjavor, Sarajevo, Tuzla, Visoko, Vitez and Zenica. 

 

General Assembly. On May 19 and 20, 2017 in Sarajevo was held General Assembly of the Network 

for Building Peace of BiH. The Assembly was attended by 50 organizations which presented annual 

report on the work of the Network and the most important acknowledgements and proposals included in 

the Report on the Assesment of the Work and Future of the Network conducted by independet 

consultant  Christan Pfeifer. The members of the Network decided in which direction the Network will 

further develop, do we have to register Network as a special legal entity and other ongoing issues and 

activities of the Network.  

 

Celebration of the Day of Peace. Network and its members have celbarted the Week of Peace that 

lasted form September 21 to October 2, 2017. The central event was the Journalist Award “Srđan 

Aleksić“ organized in Art Gallery of BiH in Sarajevo on September 21, 2017. Within the celebration of 

the Day of Peace was initiated campaign “Mis(use) of the Memorialization in Public Space” with 

concrete action of preventing building the monument in the shape of military tank before Second 

Gymnasium in Sarajevo and the initiative for renaming the Student Dorm in Pale which has the name of 

Radovan Karažić.  

Directory of Donors. The 11th edition of the Directory of Donors was published containing information 

on 574 donors, calls for projects and offices of donors in BiH and/or in the rest of the world that 

financing activities in BiH and/or in the region. The important thing about this directory is that provides 

civil society organizations with the information on different programs, activities, how to apply and 

establish contact.  



House of Human Rights. International Day of Human Rights has been celebrated this year as well in 

the Parliament of BiH and was attended by 500 students mainly from high schools from Sarajevo. The 

celebration was also attended by Ambassador of Germany Christiane Hohman and Ambassador of 

Kingdom of Sweden Anders Hagelberg who handed over this year Peace Award, Deputy Head of 

Mission of the Embassy of Japan Akihito Teruuchi, Honorory Consul of Albania, Deputy Ambassadors 

of Austria, Malesia and Greece as well as to the representatives of Croatian Embassy and Agency for 

Gender Equality of BiH. 

 

In addition to the rich cultural and artistic program, the best were awarded by Peace Award for 2017. 

In the category of individuals the Award was given to Aiša Smailbegović-Hadžihalilović, MD, from 

Zenica. In the category of schools the winner was Elementary School Osman Nuri Hadžić from 

Sarajevo. Special Awaed of the Network for Building Peace was given to young people from Jajce, 

students of the High Vocational School.   

 

 

 
 

 

Peace Calender. At the end of the last year a new Peace Calender for 2018 was published in 500 copies. 

Peace Calender was distributed to all members and schools, institutions, donors and friends of the 

Network.  

 

 

 



Monitoring the implementation of the Anti-Corruption Strategy in Educational Institutions 

 

 With the support of the Account Network, Helsinki Citizens’ Assembly with the partners (Resource 

Center Brčko, Center for Developing Civil Society Doboj, Center for Legal Help Zenica and Perpetuum 

Mobile Banja Luka) has been monitoring the implementation of the Anti-Corruption Strategy in 

Educational Institutions form the middle of July to the end of the 2017. Three different questionnaires 

have been created in order to examine the proposition to introduce program Ethics and Anti-Corruption 

in the schools, introduction of anti-corruption bodies and procedures as well as complaints about 

enrollment in high schools and faculties.  

Monitoring included 111 High schools, 117 faculties and universities and 25 institutions. Answers are 

delivered from 41 high schools, 22 faculties, 3 universities and 18 institutions and the data were used for 

further analysis and conclusions.  

The overall process of monitoring has shown a lot of contradictories and lack of will from institutions to 

answer to this type of questions. It was also noticed that the quality of answers and whether institution is 

going to answer or not depends greatly on individuals and not the institution itself. The conclusion was 

that Anti-Corruption Strategy in Educational Institutions does not apply when it comes to introduction of 

program Ethics and Ani-Corruption but it is encouraging that institutions are aware that these programs 

are quite necessary. Also, a very few schools and institutions have developed system for reporting 

corruption and a very few of them have anti-corruption teams and procedures. However, it is positive 

that most schools have annual procurement plans and procedures for implementing the same. In the 

future we should develop online systems for reporting corruption because as it turned out institutions 

that have online applications record more cases of corruption reporting.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



RETROACTIVE 

On the thirteenth of April in Zagreb, as part of a regional project “RETROaktiva”, a regional conference 

was organized. It was “In Search of the Citizen - a Time Flow of Activist and Artistic Praxis” and 

unified several things: thematic public sessions in which the citizen was discussed as a political subject 

in the pre-war, wartime and post-war period, sessions on independent culture, civil society and the 

media; an interactive performance “Never Again. Never. Again?” by the Bosnian artist Elma Selman; an 

open exhibition “Resistance, Movement, Change: Fragments of Activist and Artistic Praxis from the late 

80’s”; a monodrama “Post-graduate Education”; a musical activist listening to music video of Ilk Čulić;  

and the marking of the twentieth anniversary of the work and existence of the GONG association.  

The purpose of the conference, which brought together a great number of activists, artists and journalists 

from the entire region, was to affirm, but also question the tradition of activism and artistic creation in 

the process of contesting and shaping the dominant political, cultural and social matrices in the post-

Yugoslav space, marked by conflict, poverty, the devastation of the public good, distrust and deep 

division. 

 

Implementation of the “RETROaktiva” project began at the end of 2016, supported by the Europe for 

Citizens project. The goal of the project was to map and present the most important citizens and cultural 

initiatives and actions in the countries of former Yugoslavia from the 80’s to present day, which were 

pointed against the politics of exclusion, war, and violence. Besides the GONG association from 

Croatia, as the chief applicant, participants in the project as partners were ANIMA from Montenegro, 



the Centre for Cultural Decontamination from Serbia, CIVIL from Macedonia, the Helsinki Citizen’s 

Assembly from Bosnia & Herzegovina and “Kurziv” and Domino from Zagreb, Croatia. 

 

"When we began collecting materials for the exhibition titled Resistance, Movement, Change: 

fragments of activist and artistic practices in the region from the 1980’s forward, we were aware that 

it would be impossible to show all the deciding events which shaped the transitional societies in the 

countries which came to be following the dissolution of former Yugoslavia. It seemed to us therefore 

more sensible to view the exhibition as a fragment of history of the artistic and activist practices, as 

well as a shared history of the turbulent post-Yugoslav space, whose citizens as political subjects 

come to be in the borders of a dying autocratic state and a liberal democracy which is yet to be born. 

Along with peacetime activism, anti-war campaign and the campaign for the protection of the 

environment, struggle for a wider spectrum of human rights and ensuring the stability of the 

political system, the exhibition encompasses the documentation of the struggle for public spaces and 

public goods in the region, and so marks the transition between the continuity of civil campaigners 

strivings since the 1980’s with some new viewpoints on what we consider to be held in common. In 

this exhibition we have encompassed only fragments of those practices, I do however believe that 

with carefully selected documents of the times, video archives and artistic works from the entire 

region, we managed to highlight exactly the process which marked them: resistance, movement and 

the harbingers of change." 

Association Kurziv on the exhibition  



Let’s (Re)vive Public Spaces  

In the period up to April 15, 2017 Helsinki Citizens’ Assembly Banja Luka has implemented the project 

“Let’s (Re)vive Public Spaces” (supported by the German “Heinrich Böll” foundation), whose focus 

was on mapping city-owned public goods, an analysis of existing renting practices of public spaces and 

the presenting of a model already developed in the region and Europe, especially those practices 

concerning the renting of ruined or devastated public spaces. Beyond that, the goal of the project was to 

investigate whether there is a possibility of army barracks and similar spaces being entrusted to NGO’s, 

artists, or social entrepreneurs since there are so many spaces lying unused and neglected for years, and 

for which there is no investor interest.  

As part of this project’s activities, a Working Group was formed, and one of the first planned tasks of 

this Work Group was mapping potential “free” or unused public spaces in the City. In the meantime, and 

for the first time since the end of the war, Banja Luka received a Department for Recording and 

Managing Real Estate owned by the City. One of the chief tasks of this department is creating a public 

register of all real estate in the City’s ownership. With this in mind, the job of mapping public spaces 

was left to this department, and the Working Group focused on other elements concerned with the use of 

material, physical goods owned by local communities. Members of the working group thereby 

investigated which legal steps a natural or legal person should take if they wish to gain a space for their 

use from the City and how much this would cost; thereafter they sought alternative models of managing 

public property and examples of best practices from the region and Europe; and one of their tasks was 

investigating the legal ownership status of 10 mapped objects in the wider centre of Banja Luka. Results 

obtained in this investigation were presented in the “Let’s (Re)vive public spaces” publication, which is, 

beyond being available in print, also available as a pdf document on the Helsinki Citizens’ Assembly 

Banja Luka web site: - http://hcabl.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/Javni-prostori.pdf 

 

 
 

http://hcabl.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/Javni-prostori.pdf


The first presentation of the publication was organised on October 10, 2017 in the Musical pavilion 

Petar Kočić in Banja Luka. Following this, two further presentations get familiarised the public 

(citizens) with some issues concerning the use of the City’s public spaces.  

“Since October 2016, as part of the Department for Economic Development and Strategic Planning 

of Banja Luka City, the Department for Recording and Managing the City’s Real Estate has been 

active and its primarily task is forming a register of all public real estates. In this way Banja Luka 

should finally receive a precise register of the total real estates owned by the city, which will make 

planning and managing these properties easier, but will likewise prevent their possible misuse and 

manipulation. According to data gained from the Department for Local Economic Development and 

Strategic Planning, up to August 18, 2017 data concerning the following were added to the register of 

the City’s real estate: 

• 378 apartments, of which 348 are unredeemed apartments, ten are apartments that were 

exchanged, and 20 are intended for social housing; 

• 300 commercial spaces, of which 150 are intended for the City’s needs, and 150 for sale or 

renting; 

• 545 garages;  

• 12 business zones and 3 commercial spaces. 

Of the remaining buildings, data relating to 12 social homes, 7 public refuges, 26 offices of local 

governance and one clinic were added, all owned by the City. Likewise recorded are 3253 pieces of 

land (building, agricultural, and forestry land), as well as two parks, 5 squares, 60 parking lots, 10 

bridges, eight fountains, 9 children’s playgrounds and one helicopter landing zone. 

Up to August 18, 2017, data relating to 31 closed and 13 open-air sports spaces were added, as well as 

22 kindergartens, and one faith space, in the City’s ownership. The value of so far recorded 

properties is aproximately 450 million marks (BAM)”. 

  

From the  “Let’s (Re)vive Public Spaces” publication 

 

PHOTO VOICES FOR PEACE  

 

On the project: 

In June 2017, Helsinki Citizens’ Assembly Banja Luka has started implementation of the project “Photo 

Voices for Peace” supported by American Embassy in Bosnia and Herzegovina within the program of 

small inter-ethnic grants (Inter-ethnic Small Grant Program). The aim of the project is to create space for 

networking, cooperation and joint activities of young people in order to promote inter-ethnic 

understanding and dialogue. Besides organizing camps the project also includes photography exhibitions 

on sustainable peace as a result of educational workshops.  

 

 



Implemented activities: 

Within the project “Photo Voices for Peace” in 2017 have been organized three “Boot Camps for Young 

Leaders”. Camps included workshops on leadership, communication, reconciliation, stereotypes and 

prejudices as well as the photography workshops on specific photo-voice methodology which uses 

photography for advocating changes in local community. The camps were attended by high school 

students, 16 to 19 years old from the following local communities: Doboj, Doboj East, Doboj South, 

Maglaj, Usora, Modriča, Gradačac, Šamac, Domaljevac and Odžak.  

The first camp was organized in the basis Paraghost on the mountain Ozren near Doboj and was 

attended by 17 young people from Doboj, Maglaj, Usora, Doboj South and Doboj East. The second 

camp was organized in Riječani near Modriča and was attended by 15 high school students and the third 

camp was in ethno village “Kotromanićevo“ with 22 participants, young people from all targeted local 

communities. One of the assignments from all three camps was designing and making photographs on 

sustainable peace. 

 

 

Participants of the second Boot Camp during the workshop, Riječani, August 2017 

 

After the completion of the camps, participants have an assignment to send 1 or two photos under the 

title: “Sustainable Peace in Your Communities”. After completion of the third camp, independent 

commission composed of two participants from non-governmental sector and 2 representatives from 



local communities of the participants have selected 12 photos that will be published in Peace Calendar 

of the Network for Building Peace for 2018.  

 

 

 

Peace Calendar 2018 is available on the web site of the Network for Building Peace: http://www.mreza-

mira.net/vijesti/aktivnosti-mreze/mirovni-kalendar-2018/ 

 

Planned Activities in 2018: 

- Organization of the “Boot Camp for Young Leaders IV” 

- Organization of the photography exhibition in 4 local communities: Gradačac, Modriča, Doboj 

and Maglaj 

- Final photography exhibition in Banja Luka 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.mreza-mira.net/vijesti/aktivnosti-mreze/mirovni-kalendar-2018/
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Program area: 

 

Advocating for gender equality 

 

The overall objective of the program area is to reduce all forms of gender discrimination and create an 

environment in which women and men have equal opportunities. The implementation is conducted 

through networking and support of initiatives related to gender issues, women's empowerment, which 

are currently the largest marginalized group to participate in public and political life, through 

education of women and men on issues of gender equality, training for women in developing different 

skills, awareness, research and policy analysis. 

As part of this programme area in 2017 we have worked on the “Engendering Constitutional Change in 

BiH”, “Women’s Human Rights in BiH and EU Integrations”, and “Be a Leader of the 21st Century” 

projects, as well as the partnered project “Peace with Women’s Face”.  

 

Engendering Constitutional Change 

 

The Women Citizens for Constitutional Changes Initiative has continued intense lobbying for 

constitutional changes, including women in all political processes and the inclusion of a gender 

perspective into the Constitution of BiH through the project “Engendering Constitutional Changes II”, 

which began on the 1st of January 2017 and will last up to the 31st of December 2018. 

Implemented activities during 2017: 

- Second Assembly of the Initiative (Banja Luka, 23rd and 24th February 2017) was a chance for 

members to summarise and evaluate the results of the initiative’s work in the past 18 months and to 

choose the new membership of the coordinating council. Helsinki Citizens’ Assembly has been re-

elected as the coordinating organisation of the initiative and will continue performing this function over 

the next two years.  

 



- The Coordinating Council of the Initiative held two meetings (in Mrkonjić Grad and Vitez) that 

resulted in additional documentation concerning the procedures of proposing new amendments to the 

Platform of Women’s Priorities with amendments to the Constitution of BiH, as well as the obligations 

and responsibilities of the initiative’s members applying for projects in the initiative’s name.  

- Redefining amendments of the Platform of Women’s Priorities with amendments to the 

constitution of BiH – On the basis of prior analysis a constitutional expert has performed certain 

interventions on the Platform in the sense of improving the contents of the amendments and their 

explanation. The contents of the Platform have, at the last, remained the same, but the Platform is now 

clearer, legally harmonized and well-founded. 

- The Initiative’s cooperation with three media houses (www.6yka.com, www.slobodnaevropa.org 

and www.radiosarajevo.ba) has resulted in the publishing of 21 texts and broadcasting radio shows 

whose topics were directly or indirectly related to the discrimination and the insufficiencies of the BH 

Constitution concerning everyday life of the citizens of Bosnia and Herzegovina.  

- The lobbying and work of the Initiative members on engendering the Constitution by means of 

common action has exceeded all expectations, as seen by the number of implemented activities in 

accordance with 2016-2017 Action Plans. A total of 24 activities over the course of two years were 

planned, and 62 (over twice the planned amount!) were implemented, in which over 12,400 people from 

25 BH cities participated. Through implementing different kinds of events the Initiative has become 

richer by 457 supporters. 

During the implementation of the Action Plan in 2017 the Initiative’s working groups carried out a total 

of 23 activities:  

1. The working group for lobbying and campaigning held 8 meetings with members of 

parliament, representatives of political parties and relevant bodies at the national level.  

 

2. The working group for media presentation has implemented 5 activities including interviews 

with legal experts from the region that would have been later published. The group organized 

press conferences thus establishing cooperation with media. 

 

3. The Working group for public relations implemented 10 activities, mostly street actions and 

round tables in Banja Luka, Sarajevo, Teslić, Bosanska Krupa, Bosanski Petrovac, Prnjavor, 

Bosansko Gravoho, Doboj, Tuzla and Gradiška.  

 

4. Members of the initiatives have created a new Action plan for 2018 and 2019 which includes 

25 activities mostly related to campaigns for constitutional change from a gender perspective. 

 



- The “Guide to the Constitution from W(omen) to A(mendment)” has been published. The 

goal of this publication is to “demystify” the Constitution of BiH and present it to citizens in 

a simple and understandable way. Using 30 letters of the BCS alphabet certain concepts 

concerning the constitution of BiH were developed. These concepts explain constitution and 

its limitations in an interesting and accessible way. The publication is available here: 

https://gradjankezaustavnepromjene.files.wordpress.com/2017/09/vodic-z_a.pdf 

- Members of the initiative gave their contribution to writing the Alternative answers to the 

EU Questionnaire. The answers are available here: http://hcabl.org/wp-

content/uploads/2017/09/alternativni-odgovori_ENG.pdf 

- The Initiative’s blog has continued releasing information and contents on the Initiative’s 

activities, processes of constitutional change and the issues arising from the limitations of the 

BH Constitution. A total of 98 texts have been published, which caused a continued 

enlargement of the number of visits to the blog and to social networks.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Plans for 2018 

- Organising and implementing the fourth Conference of the Initiative; 

- Meeting of the Coordinating Council of the Initiative; 

- Monitoring and participation in the creation of alternative reports; 

- Implementation of the 2018-2019 Action Plan; 

- Continuing to inform the public on the activities and plans of the initiative; 

- Continuation of cooperation with media houses. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://gradjankezaustavnepromjene.files.wordpress.com/2017/09/vodic-z_a.pdf
http://hcabl.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/alternativni-odgovori_ENG.pdf
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WOMEN'S HUMAN RIGHTS AND EU INTEGRATION II 

 

In 2017, Helsinki Citizens' Assembly Banja Luka has contined implementation of the project “Women’s 

Human Rights and EU Integration II” with the aim to integrate women’s human rights and gender 

equality in the processes of accession of Bosnia and Herzegovina into European Union. The project is 

financed by the Swedish Foundation Kvinna till Kvinna and will be implemented form January 1, 2017 

to December 31, 2018. 

In 2017 we have implemented the following activities: 

❖ Meetings of the Lobby Group   

 

Members of this non-formal body have discussed different topics in order to strengthen political 

participation of women with special emphasize on women participating in the executive authority 

and in government bodies of the political parties. Other topics were: reproductive rights of women; 

managing private and professional life; violence towards women and the processes of reconciliation. 

Members of the Lobby Groups have also discussed EU standards in the field of work, employment 

and health care and how to harmonize these standards with legislation of Bosnia and Herzegovina 

(for example insurance, actuarial factors, trade of goods and services, pay gap between the genders). 

 

❖ Three public forums 

 

The first forum was held on May 9 in cooperation with Foundation Fridrich Ebert and Student’s Club 

of the Faculty of Political Sciences Banja Luka. Ambassador of the Sweden in BiH Anders Hagelberg 

has spoken on EU Integration processes from the perspective of his state with the special emphasize on 

Swedish feminist foreign affairs.  

 

The second forum was held on June 3 and was organized within the first feminist festival in Banja 

Luka – BLASFEM. The main topic of the discussion was “Maternity on European Semi-Periphery in the 

Era of Neo-Liberal Capitalism”.  

 

The third forum was organized within student module of United Nations in Banja Luka on October 21, 

2017 in cooperation with Student’s Club of the Faculty of Political Sciences Banja Luka in National 

Assembly of Republic of Srpska. The main topic was: UN-EU-BiH and decision making modules. The 

forum was entirely organized by young people and was attended by General Secretary of Student’s 

Module of United Nations Milena Nikolić and one of the volunteers of Helsinki Citizens’ Assembly 

Banja Luka Snežana Zorić who has spoken on decision making modules at the European Union level.  

 

 



 
 

The third forum, held within Student’s Module of United Nations, October 21, 2017, Banja Luka 

 

❖ Trainings on building capacity  

 

These trainings were held within the Strategic Planning of the Initiative for monitoring EU 

Integration in BiH. The main goal of these trainings was to create plan for activities towards EU 

actors and BH institutions in the context of accession of Bosnia and Herzegovina to European Union 

as well as to harmonize the methodology and methods for creating and preparing alternative 

responses and alternative opinions on the progress of BiH on the path of European Integration.  

 

❖ Establishment of the on-line platform http://ukljuciseu.org/ 

 

Online resource web platform ukljuciseu.org has been initiated in April 2017 and represents 

informative and resource portal on EU Integration processes with the specific emphasize on 

women’s human rights. Platform includes information, publication and key analysis on EU gender 

documents as well as information on chronology of BH integration processes towards EU and it has 

been regularly updated with relevant news regarding process of accession of BiH to EU.     

 

 

 

 

http://ukljuciseu.org/


❖ Call for volunteering on the project 

 

Six new volunteers have been engaged in the project and some of them also made their written 

contributions in the form of analyzes for portal ukljuciseu.org. Their articles are available at the site 

in the section BiH in EU – Relevant analysis and documents: http://ukljuciseu.org/bih-u-

eu/relevantni-dokumenti/  

 

❖ Meetings with EU representatives 

 

In 2017 we had few meetings with representatives of the European Union in Bosnia and 

Herzegovina and key actors in the process of the European Integration to whom we presented 

activities of our project, exchange examples of good practices and advocated for gender perspective 

in EU integrations. We have also participated in other conferences/meetings and engaged in 

discussions between civil society organizations, domestic and international organizations and 

institutions on European perspectives of Bosnia and Herzegovina.   

 

 

 
 

Meeting of the civil society organizations with Niels Muižnieks, Commissioner for Human Rights 

of the Council of Europe on June 15, 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

http://ukljuciseu.org/bih-u-eu/relevantni-dokumenti/
http://ukljuciseu.org/bih-u-eu/relevantni-dokumenti/


❖ Publication: “Women, Work and Employment in Acts of the European Union” 

 

This publication analyzes the EU directives and other documents in this area and indicates how these 

standards should be harmonized with and incorporated into BH domestic legislation. The publication 

is available at: http://hcabl.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/ZRZ.pdf  

 

❖ “Alternative Answers of the Civil Society Organizations to the Questionnaire of European  

Commission” 

 

This document gives an overview of the situation in the field of human rights protection in Bosnia 

and Herzegovina from the perspective of civil society in BiH. The answers are available at: 

http://ukljuciseu.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Upitnik_Odogovori-OCDa.pdf  

 

 

STUDY VISITS AND TRAININGS 

 

We participated in two study visits organized by the Kvinna till Kvinna: Brussel Weeks of Trainings 

and Consultative Meetings from April 23rd to 28th, 2017 and study visit in Wien from September 18th 

to 22nd, 2017, which aim was to introduce Austrian model of fighting violence against women and 

EU standards in protecting women from domestic violence. We have also participated in the 

workshop Strategic Planning in Belgrade from February 14th to 15th, 2017 and in the network 

meeting of Kvinna organizations on mountain Jahorina from November 14th to 16th, 2017.    
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PARTNERSHIP PROJECTS: 

 

BE A LEADER OF THE 21ST CENTURY 

 

In the period from April 7 to 10, 2017 Helsinki Citizen’s Assembly of Banja Luka and the Jeanne Sauvé 

foundation from Canada organized training sessions for young leaders from Banja Luka. The training  

“Be a Leader of the 21st Century” gathered 13 young leaders from the areas of science and technology, 

the law, economics, and medicine and allowed participants to perfect their leadership qualities, with an 

accent on profiling their own leadership capacities, developing communication, management and 

managing one’s personal resources.  

  

„ 

Within this activity and in cooperation with the American Corner, a session on “How to be a Successful 

Leader in Your Environment” was organized and attended by distinguished young leaders from Bosnia. 

On this occasion the audience was introduced to Almir Badnjević, a PhD in bioengineering and one of 

the most distinguished young leaders in the world according to the American magazine Marquis, 

Brankica Raković, a blogger and editor of the online portal “Lola”, Bojan Vuković, CEO of DVC 

Solutions, Ana Kotur, the winner of a UN award for her reporting and engagement regarding persons 

with disabilities in Bosnia and Herzegovina, Jelena Joksimović , the editor of the “Ljepota i Zdravlje” 

[beauty and health] magazine, Tanja Mandić-Đokić, a consultant on questions of socially marginalized 

groups, as well as Sonja Pržulj, the director of the American Corner in Banja Luka. The audience was 

particularly interested in what way leaders can stay motivated in their area, as well as in models of 

constant personal improvement without which leaders would be unable to resist the challenges occurred 

by the tech revolution and the impacts of globalism.  

 



PEACE WITH WOMEN'S FACE – WOMEN'S INITIATIVE FOR FACING PAST 

 

Project “Peace with Women’s Face – Women’s Initiative for Facing Past” is joint project of the 

Foundation “Lara” and “HO Horizons” from Tuzla with the aim to include women into processes of 

building peace in BiH. The project is supported financially by the Swedish foundation Kvinna till 

Kvinna and gathers activists from 12 women’s organizations from across Bosnia and Herzegovina.  

 

In 2017, within the Initiative Peace with Women’s Face, we have organized the street action at the 

Krajina Square in Banja Luka on December 8 and distributed promotional material with the aim to 

inform citizens on the initiative and importance of celebrating Memorial Day for Women War Victims. 

By distributing leaflets, promoting ideas on establishing December 8 as the Memorial Day for Women 

War Victims and talking to our fellow citizens, we pointed to the fact that women are completely 

neglected and have been victims during and after war in BiH, So, this was a way to share their tragic 

stories. Though responsible authorities have not recognized or supported this initiative, activists across 

Bosnia and Herzegovina get out on the street and showed that they do not give up on the idea to include 

the Memorial Day for Women War Victims in BiH in the calendar as a national holiday.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The program area:  

 

Creating conditions for more intensive involvement of young people in public life 

 

The objectives of this program area are creating conditions for more intensive involvement of young 

people in public life, empowering and connecting young people by interest areas for active participation 

in public life, as well as increasing the number of young people in political life. We have implemented it 

through educational activities, campaigns, analyses of the situation of young people in various social 

areas and the promotion of young activists. 

 

 

VOLUNTEERS PROGRAM 

 

In the first half of the year a free German language course was continued, led by a German volunteer 

Vera Brand. Beside her volunteer engagement, in 2017 we began a special volunteer programme as part 

of the “Women’s human rights in BiH and European integrations” project, in the goal of enjoining 

students of all genders into the process of following and reporting on Bosnia and Herzegovina’s 

progress on the road to joining the European Union. Volunteers were invited to join the projects 

educational sessions, to create content for an informational web page ukljuciseu.org, to join a lobbying 

campaign, to write alternative EU reports on the accession process, to analyse EU Directives, and to 

write analytical articles about specific negotiating chapters.  

 

Corruption Conference in Berlin  

 

In Berlin, between 16th to the 18th of June, an international symposium was held on the phenomenon of 

corruption titled “Irresistible?”. Considering that corruption is a very complex social phenomenon, the 

focus was not merely on the political and economic aspects, but also on the social, cultural, historical, 

religious, artistic, philosophical, civic, and journalistic dimensions and perspectives on corruption. 

Furthermore, the symposium served as an educational platform and a means of exchanging opinions and 

experiences between activists, journalists, politicians, academics, and artists from almost 50 countries of 

Eastern Europe, Western Balkans, and EU Member States. The conference itself was organised by the 

German Allied Agency for Civic Education (bpb), in association with Ukraine’s Goethe Institute, with 

the support of the German Minister of Foreign Affairs and Vera Brand, a volunteer from hCa also 

attended.   



 

 

INFO CORNER 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

January and February as meeting months  

 

In the first two months of 2017 we met different international representatives - Khaldoun Sinno, the 

Deputy EU Special Representative to Bosnia and Herzegovina, Alexandra Wagner, the political advisor 

of EU offices in Banja Luka, Marianne Berecz, Deputy to the High Representative Head of OHR in 

Banja Luka, Mattias Bergdahl, International Policy Officer, DG for Communications Networks, Content 

and Technology, as well as Ginny Morrison, programme manager of the KARUNA Centre for Peace-

Building. In these meetings we have discussed the situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina, activities 

regarding organization of civil society in the area of EU integration, media freedoms,  and the working  

environment for NGOs in Bosnia and Herzegovina.   

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

“Quotas are good, but not the solution” 

 

Ahead of International Women’s Day, on March 6, the Commission for Gender Equality of the House of 

Representatives of Parliament of Bosnia and Herzegovina and the Agency for Gender Equality 

organized a thematic session in Parliament. Among others activities, awards were given to Ismeta 

Dervoz and Andreja Vujošević, the director of Multiplex Cinema, for contributing gender equality in 

Bosnia and Herzegovina. Women representatives from the Helsinki Citizen’s Assembly also attended 

this session and attention was on the fact that Bosnia and Herzegovina still does not have a law on 

medically-assisted fertilization. Several speakers stressed that Bosnia and Herzegovina has a duty to 

allow couples the treatment of infertility at the national level. “There are neither religious nor political 

reasons for someone not to be given the rights to be a parent”, stressed Ismeta Dervoz.  

Speaking on the participation of women in the political life of the country Mirsad Isaković, presidant of 

the Commission for Gender Equality announced that we must “strengthen the position of women in 

political parties”. 



“Quotas are good, but not the solution. We agree to less, and that’s wrong”, Isković stated adding that 

we need a new law on political parties based on gender equality. “We will have to introduce guaranteed 

places for the less represented gender as a temporary measure” Isaković announced. 

 

The march for the International Women’s Day 

 

The motto of this year’s march for International Women’s Day was “We are not born just to give 

birth!”. The march was organized in Banja Luka for the fifth time, began with a gathering in front of the 

National Theatre of Republic of Srpska, continued towards Krajina Square while reading Dijala 

Hasanbegović’s “Uspavanka za O” [lullaby for O], and finished with the projection of the film 

“Suffragette” in the Banja Luka Social Centre - BASOC. 

By highlighting slogan “We were not born only to give birth!” we wanted to stress that the role of 

women in society cannot be reduced to giving birth and raising children. 

“We do not accept living in the chains of a patriarchy which continuously marginalizes and negates the 

potential of women” was the message of march participants. This year the march was also attended by 

The International Women’s Strike—IWS as a response to the current position of women in society, 

being exposed to economic, social, political, and physical violence. IWS supported the initiative of 

Polish women who in October of last year organized mass protests against a law which will entirely ban 

abortion in Poland.  

 

 
 

Condemnation of Administrative Silence  

 

Due to administrative silence of the Traffic Ministry of the Sarajevo Kanton, the Sarajevo Open Canter 

(SOC) was unable to organize a protest walk for the rights of LGBTI persons in Sarajevo, and the 

Helsinki Citizen’s Assembly of Banja Luka issued a press release in which this behaviour of the canton 

ministry was condemned.  



“The Traffic Ministry of Sarajevo Canton has not responded for a month whether or not it will approve 

the application for a protest march thus confirming that this system’s institutions are incapable of 

adequately, and in accordance with the law, answering and protecting the rights of LGBTI populations.  

By withholding the right to assemble, since this is the only way how silence of the Traffic Ministry 

regarding the application for organizing the march can be interpreted, they have only additionally cast 

doubt on the intentions of our rulers to build an open and inclusive society in which all, without regard 

to national or religious membership, gender, social status or sexual orientation, enjoy the same rights 

and have the same opportunities”, was, among other things, announced by Helsinki Citizens’ Assembly 

Banja Luka. 

 

BLASFEM 

 

Banja Luka’s first feminist festival BLASFEM was held on June 2 and 3 in the Banja Luka Social 

Centre and the Socio-cultural Centre Incel, and gathered a large number of women activists and fighters 

for women’s human rights from Bosnia and the region.  

The official part of the festival was closed with a panel discussion titled “The Woman Worker today: 

Feminist Struggles and Utopias”. One of the panel participants Emina Busuladzić from Tuzla spoke on 

the struggle of the workers of the Dit factory in Tuzla to keep the factory, a goal which they ultimately 

achieved. “I spent my whole working life in that factory. I was building it up, and I did not want to allow 

criminals to tear it apart”, Emina said with a clear message: “Fight. No one will fight for you other than 

yourselves”. The panel also problematized the topics of identity politics and the very term ‘women 

workers’, ‘working class’ and ‘proletariat’, with the suggestion to think about a change of terminology 

used today when speaking about paid and unpaid labour.  

Within the BLASFEM two another panels were held. At one of them maternity in the European semi-

periphery in the age of neoliberal capitalism was discussed. Many questions and dilemmas were raised, 

from the conditions of giving a birth in today’s hospitals, the position of single mothers, the motives 

(not) to have a child, the definition of the contemporary family, all the way to the impact of religion on 

motherhood and systemic education. At the second panel, the following questions were raised: to whom 

and why do we write and what do we read? It was led by women journalists, bloggers, and writers from 

Bosnia and the region. 

 



 
 

The festival was opened by an exhibition on the people’s hero Vahida Maglajlić, prepared by Arijana 

Forić Kurtović and Enes Kurtović. BLASFEM visitors could also enjoy other festival contents - the 

promotion of a poetry collection There will be no children for war by Dijala Hasanbegović, Lana 

Zdravković’s performances, Kija and Kosmoginija, workshops with Donora Paris and Silvia Hiny, as 

well as a promotion of the handbook Gender relations in the alternative music scene of Serbia and the 

region, in which the first Rock camp for girls was announced for August of this year.  

Banja Luka’s first feminist festival was organized by the Banja Luka Social Centre BASOC, with the 

support of the Kvinna till Kvinna Foundation, and the festivals organization was supported by the 

Helsinki Citizen’s Assembly of Banja Luka.  

 

 

Complaint to the Council for the Press of BiH regarding portals which promoted rape 

 

Helsinki Citizen’s Assembly Banja Luka supported the initiative of the Sarajevo Open Centre. Therefore 

at the end of June we issued a complaint to the Council for the Press of BiH regarding the portals 

radiosarajevo.ba and slobodna-bosna.ba for promoting a misogynist YouTube video made by the 

blogger Amir Hadžić in which he insults women and justifies violence and rape.   

 

With sensationalist headlines and statements Amir Hadžić’s videos “made the whole region laugh”. 

Namely, the portals promoted a video in which gender stereotypes and prejudices are cemented, women 

are crudely insulted, hate speech is spread and violence against women and rape is justified and 

promoted.  



Finding nothing “funny” in Amir’s video, we asked the portals to remove this video material from their 

pages, and to publicly apologise to women for promoting a narrative which claims that a woman is at 

fault for being raped, and that women with their appearance and behaviours provoke physical and sexual 

violence themselves, and should expect it.  

 

After an intervention by the Complaints Commission of the Council for the Press of Bosnia and 

Herzegovina the portals removed the video content on this particular matter.  

 

Condemnation of Hate Speech against Women  

As a member of the Women’s Network of Bosnia and Herzegovina and the Network for Building Peace, 

Helsinki Citizen’s Assembly was one of the signatories of the public announcement in which hate 

speech towards journalists Sanela Prašović Gadžo and Arijana Saračević Helać was sharply condemned. 

The speech was published on the personal Facebook profile of the Deputy General Secretary of the 

Presidency of Bosnia and Herzegovina Dženan Selimbegović. 

“We are particularly concerned by the fact that this is not the first time Selimbegović is directly insulting 

citizens of BiH via his Facebook profile, and that this time his misogynistic speech is directed towards 

two women journalists attempting to insult and discredit their professional capabilities. We consider that 

the time is now for state institutions, especially the Presidency of BIH to protect itself from 

Selimbegović’s statements, and to sanction this behaviour i.e. to begin a disciplinary procedure against 

Salimbegović. 

There is no room in the media space of Bosnia and Herzegovina for misogyny, and we ask institutions 

of Bosnia and Herzegovina to sanction any person who in any way spreads hate speech, especially when 

this person has an impact on public life. Once more, we ask institutions to represent interests of women 

citizens and all citizens of Bosnia and Herzegovina” it was stressed, among other things, in the 

announcement addressed to the media and the Presidency of Bosnia and Herzegovina.  

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Demand for the cancellation of a support rally for Ratko Mladić 

 

At the head of the Network for Building Peace of Bosnia and Herzegovina we issued a request to the 

Ministry of Internal Affairs RS to cancel, i.e. to deny a permit for holding a gathering in support of 

Ratko Mladić, scheduled for July 11, on the same day when in Srebrenica the 22nd anniversary of mass 

killings of Bosniaks in that town was being commemorated.   

“This gathering of support for Ratko Mladić on July 11 can only be characterized as a provocation and a 

great threat to peace and cohabitation in our country. It is like ignoring victims and salting the wounds 

of the families of those killed, which even tomorrow will be burying their closest and dearest. We think 

that those who organize such a gathering do not respect the victims and their families, no matter what 

side they come from and to whom they belong to. It has been 25 years since the war ended. Still, those 

people see the victims as mere numbers and do not the suffering of people who are seeking and burying 

their closest.  

 



The Network for Building Peace advocates for the respect and the rights of all victims in the past wars 

and works for the culture of war, killing, rape, refugee-making and suffering to be changed into a culture 

of peace, respect, and responsibility for future generations” this was stressed in the request addressed to 

the Ministry of Internal Affairs of RS. 

 

 

Condemnation for the attack on Dragan Bursać  

 

The Helsinki Citizen’s Assembly Banja Luka condemned the death threats towards journalist and 

columnist Dragan Bursać, and demanded an immediate reaction from the authorities. 

Dragan Bursać is one of the rare journalists in Republic of Srpska who openly and critically write about 

the behaviour and actions of those in power, and especially on wartime, questioning the responsibility of 

Serb power-holders for crimes perpetrated against Bosniaks and Croats. He is the winner of the 

prestigious journalism award „Srđan Aleksić“ awarded to journalists for professional reporting in the 

promotion of socially responsible journalism. We are talking about a truly brave and socially responsible 

journalist, one who does not bow his head before the issues and facts unlike other journalists and the 

media. He speaks out about issues that are in some way taboo in Republic of Srpska. 

For his writing and publicly stated opinions, which almost as a rule stand at odds with the official 

positions of power in RS which continue to minimize or negate crimes committed against Bosniaks 

during the war, he has often been the target of verbal attacks. 

So it was at the start of July when Bursać reacted in his column against the organized meeting of support 

for Ratko Mladić and the denial of genocide in Srebrenica, scheduled for July 11 and approved by the 

police. After publishing his column he received open death threats via Facebook.  

Security authorities (the prosecutor’s office and the police) are duty-bound to protect all citizens from 

such and similar threats, so should in this case take all necessary steps for hate speech and death threats 

towards Bursać to be sanctioned. Consequently we call for the relevant institutions to react as quickly as 

possible and bring the perpetrator of this criminal to justice. 

 

 

Conference in Tirana „EU Western Balkans Media Days“  

Conference held from the November 8 – 10, in Tirana was attended by a large number of media 

representatives, regulatory agencies, civil society organizations and governments. The EU 

Commissioner for good neighbourly relations and EU expansion Johanes Han repeated that the freedom 

of expression is a foundational, non-negotiable value of the EU. He stressed that the EU is carefully 

monitoring the challenges and obstacles faced by media in the Western Balkans, including libel lawsuits, 

the mismanagement of public resources in media advertising, violence and threats towards journalists, 

the question of self-censorship, media literacy and so on.  

 



 
 

Tamara Skrozza, journalist of the Vreme magazine and member of the Council for the Press of Serbia 

spoke very emotionally on the media situation in Serbia inviting EU dignitaries not to make the situation 

worse. 

“If, after all, you are not able to help us, do not do the opposite with statements that all is well in Serbia, 

that things are actually developing in the right direction, etc. Doing this you only give an alibi to the 

authorities for continuing to treat journalists the way they do” Skrozza said. 

Johanes Han said he understands journalists’ impatience, but that “you must also try to understand us”. 

“We cannot speed up the process of expansion, the candidate country must assure us that it has done all 

it can to become a member, which includes securing the conditions for work of the media and media 

freedom. We cannot enforce a freedom of expression, but can keep repeating that the EU has its 

standards and that we want to see how a particular country gives its contribution in meeting those 

standards” Han said. 

 

 

Citizens building Građa 

 

Center for Environment, Helsinki Citizens' Asembly Banja Luka, Hi Nighbour and Nevid Theater have 

guested representatives of Sarajevo movement Dobre Kvote in Banja Luka's Center in the mid of the 

June 2017. Along with this group of enthusiasts, that have renovated six abandoned and neglected public 

spaces in Sarajevo in past few years, and children, mother, fathers and many others, we have build our 

first kota in Banja Luka, in the street Sime Šolaje and painted Građa for which the inhabitants of this 



part of the city struggle to remain or become a playground and not be turned into another parking lot in 

the city. 

 

  

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PUBLICATIONS IN 2017 

 

 

This publication is a result of the cooperation between hCa Banja Luka and Sarajevo’s Open 

Centre as the follow-up to earlier publications, “Motherhood, Parenthood and Fatherhood and 

European Union Law”, “Judicial Practice of the European Court of Justice in the Area of the 

Protection of Women that are Pregnant or Expecting Birth”, and “Proposition for Change and 

Amendments to the Law on Work in FBiH”. This analysis indicates that well-established and 

formulated laws we have in Bosnia and Herzegovina do not respond to the situation in the field. 

Although laws guarantee the same benefits for the same work or work of equal value, statistical 

data say the average salaries of men in BiH are greater than the salaries of women. Likewise, laws 

forbid differential treatment for pregnancy, giving birth, or the use of rights for parental leave, 

and those terminating a worker’s employment for pregnancy are threatened with legal sanction. 

Nonetheless, investigations indicate that the practice of firing workers for being pregnant 

continues. This publication represents a contribution to understanding the process of Bosnia and 

Herzegovina’s joining the European Union from the viewpoint of duties owed by Bosnia and 

Herzegovina, especially those concerning the harmonisation of local legal regulations with EU 

acquis communautaire.  

 

 

 

 



 

The Initiative “Women Citizens for Constitutional Reform” has introduced a publication titled “Guide to 

the Constitution from W(omen) to A(mendments)” [Ž being the last letter of the alphabet, A the first] 

whose goal is to “demystify” Bosnia and Herzegovina’s Constitution and to present it to citizens of all 

genders in a simple and easy to understand way. Through the thirty letters of the alphabet notions related 

to the Constitution are covered, and the focus is on the gendered aspects of these concepts.   

 

 

This document represents a joint effort of the 

organisations and individuals involved in the 

working process of the Initiative for Monitoring 

European Integrations of BiH to provide their 

answers to the European Commission’s 

Questionnaire for BiH.  

The document relies on the Initiative’s four-year 

work, which gives an overview of BiH’s progress on 

the road to the European Union through alternative 

reports since 2013. This document does not provide 

all the answers to the Questionnaire nor its goals. 

The all-encompassing answers are meant to be 

delivered by the state of BiH, and civil society’s 

organisations wanted to present their perspective 

concerned with, before all else, democracy, human 

rights, and the rule of law in BiH. Answers are 

based on the knowledge, analysis, and direct 

experiences of civil society organisations from 

particular field.   



 

 

Helsinki Citizens’ Assembly prepared the “Let’s (Re)vive Public Spaces” publication, which goal 

was to present and familiarise readers with the ways of using public goods at the level of local 

communities. On one hand, we tried to make an investigation into which real estates (buildings, 

apartments, commercial spaces, garages, industrial objects, land) the City of Banja Luka owns, 

and in what way the City managing these properties. On the other hand, we wanted to point to 

best practices from our neighbourhood and some European cities in order to show in what ways 

public material goods, especially empty or devastated places can, and should, be used. This 

publication is part of the project supported by the German “Heinrich Böll Stiftung” Foundation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



OVERVIEW OF AVALIABLE FUNDS AND EXPENDITURES IN 2017 
AMOUNT 
IN BAM 

AMOUNT 
IN EUR 

   
Funds available in 2017     

Unspent funds from 2016 187715.83 95977.58 

Donations per grants from project partners/donors  247925.51 126762.30 

Donations from individuals 724.82 370.59 

Donations from legal entities 0.00 0.00 

Membership fees 6800.00 3476.78 

VAT refund  2589.50 1323.99 

TOTAL FUNDS AVAILABLE FOR 2017 445755.66 227911.24 

   
EXPENDITURES FOR 2017     

Net salaries  101688.00 51992.25 

Taxes and benefits for net salaries 64100.76 32774.20 

Office costs (rent, electricity, water, heating etc.)  11949.49 6109.68 

Communication costs (phone and internet) 2645.21 1352.47 

Accounting and auditing costs 3740.00 1912.23 

Bank charges 2535.80 1296.53 

Costs of project activities  130144.50 66541.83 

TOTAL EXPENDITURES FOR 2017 316803.76 161979.19 

   Total funds available for 2017 445755.66 227911.25 

Total expenditures for 2017 316803.76 161979.19 

Unspent funds from 2017 128951.90 65932.06 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Staff of the Helsinki Citizens’ Assembly 

Dragana Dardić  

Aleksandar Žolja 

Svjetlana Marković 

Željka Umićević 

Ivana Stanković 

Igor Kolundžija  

Milica Marković 

Mirjana Ribić 

Goran Bubalo 

Nina Kuljanac 

Jelena Vukelić 

Zvijezdana Marković 

 

Members of the Management Board: 

Milkica Milojević 

Goran Bubalo  

Jasmina Čaušević 

 

Members of the Advisory Board: 

Lidija Živanović 

Srđan Puhalo 

Gordana Katana 

Vladimir Turjačanin  

Sandra Dukić 

Siniša Marčić 

 

Donors who supported our work in 2017: 

“Kvinna till Kvinna” Foundation, Sweden  

USAID  



 

Friedenskreis Halle e.V. 

 

Europe for Citizens 

 

Peace Nexus Foundation 

 

Heinrich Böll Stiftung   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.friedenskreis-halle.de/

